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ACADEMIC WORK -

Elective

Students working in
Elective Class on How to
Architect? Through Model
Making and Exploring

Different Materials.
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For Your Noteworthy Contribution at
ACETECH MUMBAI 2022

LIGHT.DESIGN.AUTOMATION DHIRAJ SALOTRA

Powered by

lighting the future Acmc" 2022-23
MUMBAI

EVENT ORGANISED BY

Article Published in JIA Journal by Faculty Ar. Esa Shaikh.

ARTICLE

EPHEMERAL

CITYNESS OF

MUMBAI

CASE STUDY OF
UMBAI MARATHON)

Ar. Esa Shaikh

SEPTEMBER2022

Cityness: It is the way people perceive that collection of building
materials that matters in how cities are presented to the outside
world.

(From: https://citynesswordpress.com/2010/10/23/what-is-
cityness-and-why-should-you-bother/)

It was an era, where along with pigeons, humans were
dispatched to deliver important letters and news within the
large empire. This news can turn over the running
empire or might save the king with a secret planned wasp of
death. The importance of the news delivery, made postmen
or dispatch boys active, loyal and one who can have great
stamina. In the year 539 BCE, when Romans won a victory
over the Persians in the Battle of Marathon, it was very
important to deliver the news back to the administrators
in Athens as soon as possible. The army general chose | wumbai (Soorce. Author]
Pheidippides, meaning 'sparing a horse’, who mapped the
distance from Marathon to Athens in the scorching summer
heat. His last word was nikomen meaning ‘we win’ and he
collapsed and died. Many other myths are attached to this
story as well.

Fig. 1: The route of Marathon highlighting Landmarks to ‘advertise’ city of

During plans for the 1896 Olympics, the first modern Games,
the organizers wanted an event to celebrate Greek history.
TheFrench historian Michel Breal suggested a long-distance
race from Marathon to Athens to honor Pheidippides’ run.
The Greek runner Spiridon Louis won the race, winning
Greece's only gold medal of the Games. The local excitement
over the race ensured that it would be included in later
Games and soon became the heart of Olympic games. Fig. 2: The landmarks and Marathon in Mumbai
(Source: Indian Express, 16 January 2017)
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plays a very important role and are classified according to

the participants. Special entrances are made for VIPs and

participants who are differently-abled. Even though the

- clean-up takes days to complete, the services of infrastructure

W! hm& runners lead | ' used, are qk_en care of on the same dgy itself. It is clear that

way, mMm atfinishline e .|hl.~'.~_.1 1= e \ now the original aim of the marathon is lost to a capital form
A

sk mufical £ i R - of money-earning. Participants make sure they train prior
= | v to the run for a long route once in a year. Meanwhile they
buy products which yield profits for the sports and brand
manufacturers. Around ten thousand people participate in
the run that is divided according to the distances of 7 km, 21
km and 42 km. Runners are informed about the location and
the place of start of the race.

SEPTEMBER 2022

Times of Fig. 4: The New York i
Bridge (Source: New Yark Times, 2018)

More than a competition, the marathon acts as a social
event which allows citizens to come together. It's not only
a factor of health but also the connection of citizens with
their city. Public events allow people to express themselves.
The marathon is more than an Infrastructural change in
the city. It promotes community involvement in the city
with a lack of community space. It is a mass procession of
citizens. The marathon is a classic example of appropriation
of spaces for multiple usc of the city. For the first time, roads
welcome human beings instead of cars. It caters universally
to all classes and castes of citizens. It is a form of frecly
expressing and standing for your thoughts and for what the
city It can thus be seen that have been
modernized from passing one message in Greek history to
passing mass messages in modern civilizations.

3 ¥ i where cities went wrong and how civilization has totally
Fig. 5: The different perspective towards it:

/ Marathons are now encouraged to support different
purposes. They can be run to encourage healthy lifestyles in - The trouble with paternalists is that they want to make impossibly
modern times or to promote social causes like peace, global s profound changes, and they choose impossibly superficial means for
warming or lost rights. Somctimes, its run to show the fight . i doing so.
against corruption or to exhibit solidarity and support. phatis 1t

Jane Jacobs (1961) The Death and Life of Great American
Apart from their rich histories, different cities exhibit Citics.
different Marathon runs. In these marathons, citizens are
allowed to participate along with the i from
different countries. In a way, it's open and celebrated to
promote social integrity. The city's administrative in-charges
are very particular with the route map of the marathon run.

Urban Planners and designers make sure they exhibit
the ‘image of the city’ by selecting routes where the key
land of the city are highli The marathon is
displayed on various sports channels in different countries
and that can be used to enhance tourism in many ways. As
Kevin Lynch explained, ‘map-making’ in the individual’s
mind arises due to the five basic principles of urban design:
paths, edges, nodes, districts and landmarks.

Planning for the marathon in Mumbai is organized from
six months prior to the day of the event. The day is chosen
so that it does not clash with any other festival or event. It
is ensured that all construction on the route for the event
is completed before the run. Special armed forces and
military teams are called to augment the local state police
for these special events. Paths and roads of the marathon
route are announced to the public a week prior so that
vehicular entrance is restricted. Planning of entrances

Ar. Esa Shaikh is an urban researcher who balances
his time between research and academics. He has
previeusly worked with Ar. Rahul Mehrotra on
Extreme Urbanism IV and Harvard’s Urban Mellon
™ Project. He has also worked with Ar. Bimal Patel in
(Source: mensbestrun. com) D Anmedabad and Ar. Hafeez Contractor in Mumbai
on various projects across India. He strangly
believes in learning by observation.
tsap.esashaikh@gmail.com
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